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One of the most famous events in
Komatsushima City’s history is that
Yoshitsune, a military commander,
disembarked the district in order to hunt down
and kill the Heike troops that escaped to
Yashima, at the times of the battles of the
Genji and Heike clans. Even now there are
various parts of the city dotted with places that
have some connection with Yoshitsune, and
numeral legends that have grown up around
him have been passed down from generation to
generation. In the morning of February 18,
1185 Yoshitsune, in a rainstorm, disembarked
present Komatsushima at the head of the
troops of more than 150 soldiers all the way
from present Osaka. They kept walking all
night to cross into the border of Sanuki
province and attacked the Heike troops from
behind on the following day, which is known
as a victory of the Genji troops over the Battle
of Yashima. The route the Yoshitsune troops
was believed to have taken is called
“Yoshitsune Dream Road” and those who look
for romanticism in history admire it. The
statue of a cavalier, Yoshitsune, which is the
highest statue in Japan, was erected at the
summit of Mt. Hata in 1991 and it is the
symbol of Komatsushima City.
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